
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

COOKE COUNTY – Follow-
ing an uptick in the number of 
COVID cases which began be-
fore Christmas, Cooke County 
Emergency Management Co-
ordinator Ray Fletcher said the 
number of local cases is on the 
rise.
 “We started seeing a substan-
tial increase in cases the middle 
of December and they continue 
that trend now,” Fletcher said. 
“Holiday gatherings and travel 
will probably exacerbate this to 
some extent but this surge had al-
ready started prior to Christmas.  
 So far, the situation remains 
stable but COVID numbers 

could rise again in the days and 
weeks following the Christmas 
holidays.
 “Fortunately hospitalizations, 
at least in Cooke County, have 
not followed that trajectory yet,” 
he said. “Our experience over the 
last 2 years is that normally hos-
pitalizations increase a few weeks 
after cases start increasing so we’ll 
see if that holds true this time 
around.”
 Again, offi  cials stress the im-
portance of being vaccinated and 
boosted.
 “Th e one fact that still holds 
true is that the vast majority of 
those hospitalized have not been 
vaccinated,” he said. “Vaccine is 
readily available at pharmacies in 
Cooke County.”

 North Texas medical Center 
Chief Executive Offi  cer Tom 
Sledge acknowledged COVID 
appears on the rise in Cooke 
County.
 “Covid cases in Cooke County 
have increased considerably per 
Ray Fletcher of Cooke County 
Emergency Management,” he 
said in response to a request for 
information on the ongoing 
health situation. 
 “We have only seen a slight in-
crease of COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions in Cooke County, however, 
our 19 county trauma service 
area (TSA-E) has seen a large 
increase in hospitalizations since 
Christmas,” he noted.  
 Th e increased caseload is fairly 
substantial. “TSA-E has gone 

from 917 COVID-19 hospi-
talizations on Christmas day to 
1745 on Dec. 30th,” Sledge said, 
noting it’s diffi  cult to diff erenti-
ate the type of variant involved in 
local cases.
 “Our lab analyzer does not 
report on the type of variant,” 
sledge said.
 Confi rmed case counts from 
the Texas Department of State 
Health Services continue to in-
dicate the largest number of 
state COVID cases is in Harris 
County with 641,760 as of Dec. 
31, 2021 compared to 600,320 
confi rmed cases Dec. 19, 2021. 
More than 3.77 million cases 
have been confi rmed in Texas 
thus far.

(Continued on Page 4)

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE - A local artist is 
leaving a lasting mark on Gaines-
ville and surrounding areas. Paint-
er and Vantage Point Art Gallery 
owner Katie Brinkley just com-
pleted a mural outside CASA of 
North Texas headquarters on Cal-
ifornia Street. She designed and 
painted a fl ag mural for Dustin 
Offi  ce Machines on California 
Street and she fi nished a sweeping 
panorama of Cooke County his-
tory for the Morton Museum of 
Cooke County late last year.
 Th e Morton project was no 
small task.
 “It took a little over 200 hours,” 
Brinkley said.
 Brainstorming ideas with mu-
seum staff  members led to certain 
aspects of county history illus-
trated in the mural.
 “I met with the museum,” she 
said. “Th ey said they wanted to 
feature history of Cooke County. 
Th ey kind of named off  a few 
things they wanted to make sure 
were included and then I did 
some research and chose these 
things.”
 Each time or place depicted 
has signifi cance. She used his-
toric photos for accuracy.
 “Like the Camp Howze photo, 
the museum has that photo and 

I just basically recreated it to be 
like a postcard,” she said.

 Th e World War II airplane 
circling the Cooke County 

Courthouse “came off  of a
(Continued on Page 7)

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 00002
Gainesville, Texas

© 2022 The Weekly News of Cooke County

Volume 18, Number 32 Cooke County, Texas January 5, 2022

ECRWSS

Cooke County’s LARGEST and MOST READ Newspaper!

Weekly News
The

of Cooke County

New Morton Museum Mural

Depicts Cooke County History

Offi  cials Report ‘Substantial’
Increase in COVID-19 Cases

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

 We lost two national trea-
sures over the last several 
days. Most of us grew up 
either watching or listening 
to John Madden as he called 
most of the important NFL 
games for years. Or maybe 
you go back far enough to 
remember him as the Raiders 
coach. Either way he was part 
of our Sunday tradition for 
years. Th en there was Betty 
White. What a cool lady. She 
was funny and made many 
people laugh over the de-
cades. Hard to imagine both 
going so close together, but 
holidays can defi nitely have a 
bittersweet feel all too often. 
Anyway, rest in peace to ev-
eryone we lost in 2021. May 
2022 grant us more favor!

 Also, hopefully you all are 
having a fantastic “back to 
work and school” kind of 
week so far and everything 
is regaining some normalcy. 
Have a great 2022 everyone!

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Workforce Solutions Texo-
ma will be hosting a hir-
ing event, located at our of-
fi ce 1311 N Grand Ste 200 
Gainesville, for Texas Juvenile 
Justice Department on Janu-
ary 5 between 10am-2pm. 
To fi nd out more informa-
tion about the job require-
ments for a Youth Develop-
ment Coach check out www.
workintexas.com.

++++++++

 A reception in honor of 
Gainesville Police Captain 
Mark Brazelton will be held at 
the Gainesville Civic Center 
on Friday, January 7, 2022, at 
3:00 p.m. Come join in the 
celebration and say thank you 
for all of Mark’s 41 years of 
dedicated service to the com-
munity. Th ank you for all you 
have done!

Making Her Mark - Local Artist and Vantage Point Art Gallery propri-
etor Katie Brinkley spent approximately 200 hours painting this mu-
ral at the Morton Museum of Cooke County. The historic Gainesville 
building was once the city’s fi rehouse. The mural depicts scenes 
from Gainesville’s history and highlights its values including patrio-
tism. Pictured at left, Katie recently fi nished the new CASA sign 
located on California Street as well.     (The Weekly News Photos) 

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News 

GAINESVILLE – Th e Texas 
State Comptroller will review all 
eight Cooke County school dis-
tricts in 2022 after the agency 
determined Valley View ISD was 
a district with an invalid fi nding 
for being under value, Cooke 
County Chief Appraiser Doug 
Smithson said during the Dec. 
16 appraisal district meeting. No 
action was taken on the item.
 In addition to Smithson, Ap-
praiser Supervisor Daisy Watson 
was on hand to discuss the situ-
ation relating to property valua-

tions for county school districts.
 “So basically, every two years 
the state comptroller is required 
to do market analysis for Cooke 
County’s eight school districts,” 
Watson said. “In 2020 Valley 
View ISD was determined to be 
the only district with an invalid 
fi nding for being under value.”
 Watson said the district was 
required to send a letter to the 
board of directors for discussion.
 “Th e comptroller has not yet 
completed its analysis of Valley 
View for 2021,” she said. “Mean-
while we reviewed the Valley 
View ISD values for 2021 year 
based on closed sales.”

 Values in the Valley View 
school district and throughout 
the county have seen a steady in-
crease for the past several years, 
she said.
 “Th is year for 2022, the state 
will be reviewing all eight school 
districts again,” she said, adding 
a fi ve percent margin of error is 
allowed.
 Th e rule is connected to the 
Robin Hood funding plan for 
Texas School Districts, Smith-
son said referring to a plan 
which captures tax revenue from 
wealthier districts and transfers it 
to less prosperous school in an ef-
fort to equalize funding for pub-

lic schools.
 “When they study the sales, 
they want it to be within that fi ve 
percent margin of error,” he said. 
“Basically, every time a property 
sells, if it sells for $100,000, we’re 
at 92 that means we have a grade 
of 92. We have to be at least 95 
or better on all the sales. All these 
properties are selling and every 
time they sell that is like a daily 
grade for us. Th at’s the standard 
that all the appraisal districts in 
the state of Texas have to hold 
to… What they are trying to do 
with Robin Hood they want to 
make all school districts pay their 

(Continued on Page 2)

Texas Comptroller to Review All

Eight County School Districts
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COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Paul Russell Grant, 46, 
Gainesville and Latorchia 
Patrece Kelly, 47, Gaines-
ville.
 Zayne Michel Styles, 24, 
Muenster and Leah Scotti 
Fuhrmann, 23, Gaines-
ville.
 Bret Allen Miller, 30, 
Gainesville and Angelica 
Brandi Hernandez, 27, 
Gainesville.
 Chat Edward Rushing, 
40, Virginia Beach, Vir-
ginia and Cynthia Stepha-

nie Molina, 35, Gaines-
ville.
 Aidan Garrett Long, 21, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma and Me-
gan Allene Shelton, 23, 
Tulsa.

GAINESVILLE – Th e 
2021 Law Dogs Law En-
forcement Motor Cycle 
Club Littlest Angel Marble 
Run Toy Run brought in 
$6,757, club spokesman 
Tony Dresser said.
 Th e group met at 
Hughes-Tune VFW Post 
No. 1922 Saturday, Nov. 
13. Th e fi rst 100 people re-
ceived a t-shirt, meal at the 
end of the run and a chance 
at $750 in cash prizes.
 Dresser noted the run 
has been held by Law Dogs 
Motorcycle Club since 
2003 to advocate for the 
Cooke County Littlest An-

gels program.
 “Our main contribution 
is the Marble Run that we 
organize every year,” Dress-
er said. Th e bike run was 
open to everyone including 
any car, truck or bicycle. 
 Th e Littlest Angel Pro-
gram was founded in 1981 
to help families that could 
not aff ord Christmas for 
their children, Dresser said 
in a news release, adding 
the run organized by the 
Law Dogs raises money 
through sponsorships from 
local businesses.
 “ Law Dogs LEMC (Law 
Enforcement Motorcycle 

Club) has been an instru-
mental part of the success 
with this Marble Run,” he 
said. “Because of the hard 
work and dedication of this 
group and the many volun-
teers within the community, 
more and more children 
have had the chance to ex-
perience Christmas than in 
previous years. We all work 
together for the common 
cause, which is giving the Lit-
tlest Angel Program (Cooke 
County Boys & Girls Club) 
the tools to do their job. 
 Since Law Dogs LEMC 
have been a part of the pro-
gram, they have raised over 
$69,000 in funds and have 
helped over 7,000 children 
so far. Law Dogs LEMC 
are made up of law enforce-
ment, fi refi ghters, EMT/
Paramedics and correc-
tion offi  cers. Th e Found-
ing Chapter was created in 
Cooke County. Th ey are 
an organization with chap-
ters across the nation. Each 
chapter is responsible for 
at least one local charity in 
their chapter.

Law Dogs Toy Run 

Nets More than $6K 

for Littlest Angels

Marriage License

Requests Received

(Continued from Page 1)

fair share whether they’re 
getting [funding] or giving 
it to the state. Th at’s what 
it amounts to.”
 Th e board also approved 
minutes of the previous 
board meeting and re-

viewed a list of consent 
items which included pay-
ment of bills and fi nancial 
statements.
 Smithson also noted the 
agency is running about 91 
percent of the overall bud-
get and is at 84 percent in 
collections.

 “Not a whole lot of 
changes,” Smithson said. 
 Th e board accepted col-
lection contracts as pre-
sented.
 Regarding an item for 
corrections to the roll, 
Smithson said, “Something 
we are required to present 

to the board of directors on 
a quarterly basis, anything 
that deals with a value 
change under that catego-
ry and for this quarter we 
have none.  So, there is no 
action.”
 Next, the board voted 
unanimously to approve to 
leave its CD investments in 
their current location.
 “I have never seen it be 
benefi cial to start moving 
money back and forth,” 
Smithson said. “We don’t 
have that much money to 
do it so, my recommenda-
tion is to leave the CDs 
and investments we cur-
rently have where they’re at 
for now.”
 Th e district has $40,745 
in reserve funds, Board 
Chairman Joe Knight not-
ed.
 Smithson said some of 
the reserve money is from 
year 2020 which is cur-
rently not in a CD.
 “I would say go ahead 
and move that into a CD 
at this time,” Smithson 
said. “Th at’s what I would 
suggest.”
 Th e board also voted to 
keep its 2021 reserves after 
the audit in July.
 Board members voted 
to increase the per diem 
amount for employees to 
$40 a day.
 “We may look at it again 
next year,” Smithson said. 
“Depends on what’s going 
on.”

Texas Comptroller to Review All

Eight County School Districts

YOUR  
FUTURE

apprehensive? Have you considered what you would like to do 

Dreams don’t happen by themselves. They take hard work 
and a good plan. First, look forward to where you want to be. 
Then, take a look at where you are now. The distance between 
the two is what you have to do to get there.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

NOW OPEN FOR TOURS
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

5 Star Rated Facility
by Medicare

Medical Specialist for Adults
Diabetes | Hypertension | Heart Disease 
IBS | Arthritis | Anxiety | Fibromyalgia 
Joint Pain | Depression | Chr nic Pain

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine 1994, 2004, 2014

Clinical Assistant Professor at University of North Texas
Ex-Assistant Professor at University of Florida

Gold Medalist MD (India)

Monday thru Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat & Sun by appointment

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and all insurances accepted or cash pay.



Alan R. Sanders

Services
Alan R. Sanders, 66, of 

Lake Kiowa, passed away 
December 30, 2021. A me-
morial service is scheduled 
for 2:00 P.M. on Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022, at First 
Christian Church of Gaines-
ville with Rev. Mark Loewen 
offi  ciating.  Th e family will 
receive friends following the 
service in the Fellowship 
Hall.
History
 Alan was born May 15, 
1955 at Fort Hood, Killeen, 
TX.  He was raised in Jack-
sonville, TX and follow-
ing high school, served in 
the U.S. Army.  He mar-
ried Judy Ann Gilchrest on 
March 12, 1975 in Stinnett, 
TX, and the two began a 
union that would produce 
four daughters.  Other than 
spending time with his be-
loved grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, Mr. 
Sanders most enjoyed his 
“front porch sittin’ time.”
Survivors
 Survivors include: wife, 
Judy Sanders of Lake Kio-
wa; daughter, April Sanders 
Burgess and spouse, Shaun 
Lee of Gainesville; daughter, 
Amy Sanders of Gainesville; 
daughter, Jenny Sanders of 
Mansfi eld; daughter, Aman-
da Sanders of Gainesville; 
grandchildren: Cheyenne 

Burgess and spouse, Matt 
Teremy, Kaytlynn Brown 
and spouse, Connor Nelms, 
Kalie and Jennifer Brandle, 
Brady Burgess, Grayson 
Littierre, and Connor Lee; 
three great-grandchildren; 
brother, Dr. Robert Sanders 
and wife, Kristi of Denison; 
sister, Kelly Sanders of Den-
ton; nephew, Chris Sanders 
of Austin; and sister-in-law, 
Debbie King and husband, 
Kevin of Austin.
 Mr. Sanders was preceded 
in death by: father, Dave 
Sanders, Jr.; mother, Joyce 
Surlow; and son-in-law, 
Brandon Burgess.
Donations
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to an organi-
zation that funds cancer re-
search.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Lisa Erin Scivally

Services
 Lisa went to be with the 
Lord on December 18, 
2021, in Gainesville, TX, 
surrounded by family.
 As per Lisa’s wishes, a me-
morial service will be held at 
a later date.
History
 Lisa was born on Febru-
ary 18th, 1981, at Lackland 
AFB, San Antonio, TX, to 
Carol and Murphy Legear. 

Lisa graduated from Wash-
ington High School (Okla-
homa) in 1999.
 Lisa met Danny at 
Scivally’s Grocery in 2001. 
Lisa and Danny dated and 
quickly fell in love. Th ey 
were married in Sanger on 
April 26, 2003. Shortly af-
ter, they bought their new 
home in Callisburg. Lisa 
and Danny welcomed a 
beautiful daughter, Danica, 
on August 18, 2008.
 Lisa worked at Gainesville 
Hospital before starting her 
long-time career at Scivally’s 
Grocery by Danny’s side.
 Lisa enjoyed camping, 
fi shing, riding four-wheel-
ers, side-by-sides, motor-
cycles, lake time with family 
and friends, and any adven-
ture. She mostly enjoyed 
family time with Danny and 
Danica. Th ey spent almost 
every summer at the lake 
boating and camping, and 
on their yearly camping trips 
to New Braunfels. Lisa nev-
er took a beautiful sunrise 
or sunset for granted. She 
posted pictures of her quiet 
mornings and evenings on 
the front porch, her favorite 
part of the day, in her favor-
ite spot on Earth.
 Lisa was full of life, never 
met a stranger, had a heart 
of gold, and a whole lot of 
spunk. She had a fi ghting 
spirit that carried her all the 
way through to the end.
Survivors
 Lisa leaves behind her 
spouse and love of her life 
Danny, daughter Danica, 
her mother Carol Legear, fa-
ther Murphy Legear, father-
in-law and mother-in-law 
Dale and Jan Scivally, and 
numerous family members 
and friends.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Jim Pierce

Services
 We regretfully announce 
the passing of Jim Pierce, 
who passed away surround-
ed by his loved ones on De-
cember 30, 2021. Jim had a 

diffi  cult battle with Covid 
and is fi nally at rest. He will 
be forever loved and remem-
bered. A memorial service is 
scheduled for 2:00 P.M. on 
Saturday, January 8, 2022, 
at Geo. J. Carroll & Son Fu-
neral Home.
Survivors
 Jim was preceded in death 
by his mother Comella. 
He is survived by his wife 
Rennessa, daughters Mck-
inzee and Krystle, son Ty-
ler, grandchildren Kenleigh, 
Christian, and Cope, father 
Jim Pierce and stepmother 
Carolyn Pierce, and broth-
ers James Hunter, Josh 
Pierce, DE Wyatt, and Chris 
Wyatt, as well as many other 
beloved family members.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Wanda Carey Stevens

Services
 Wanda Carey Stevens, 
69 of Aubrey, Texas passed 
away on December 26, 
2021. Visitation will be held 
Wednesday, December 29, 
2021, from 6:00-8:00 pm 
at Meador Funeral Home, 
1204 E. California Street, 
Gainesville, Texas.  Funeral 
service will be held on Th urs-
day, December 30, 2021, at 
11:00 am at Meador Funeral 
Home. Interment will be at 
3:30 pm at Tushka Cem-
etery, Tushka, Oklahoma. 
History
 Wanda was born on Au-
gust 31, 1952, in Durant, 
Oklahoma to Johnie Carey 
and Joyce Phillips.  Wanda 
married the love of her life, 
Chris Stevens, on November 
8, 1969, in Atoka, Oklaho-
ma.   
 She was a wonderful 
cook, loved her family and 
family traditions. She en-
joyed scrapbooking and 
traveling on cruises with her 
husband, Chris. Wanda also 
loved arts, crafts and was 
an incredible seamstress.  
She was a wonderful wife, 
mother, and mimi. Wanda 
became a Christian in early 
childhood and most recently 
was a member of Crossroads 
Baptist Church.  Her faith 

was evident to all who knew 
her. 
Survivors

Wanda is survived by her 
husband, Chris Stevens of 
Aubrey, Texas; daughters, 
Louann Malone and hus-
band, Rodney of Edmond, 
Oklahoma, Becky Smith 
and fi ancé, Bobby Garrison 
of Crowley, Texas, Carey 
Fisher and husband, Scott 
of Aubrey, Texas; grandchil-
dren, Miranda and Taylor, 
Baylee, Braxton, Brooks, 
Ryan, and Leslie; sister, 
Johnna Jimenez and hus-
band, Tony of Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma; brother, 
Dewayne Carey and wife, 
Jennifer and numerous niec-
es and nephews. 
 Wanda was preceded in 
death by her parents, Johnie 
and Joyce Carey, stepmoth-
er, Jo Ann Carey. 

Vickie Lynn Daughtry

Services
Vickie Lynn Daughtry, 

70, of Gainesville, gained 
her wings on Saturday, De-
cember 25, 2021, in Nocona 
Texas.  Th e memorial service 
is scheduled for 3pm, Th urs-
day, December 31, 2021 at 
Geo J. Carroll & Son, with 
Rev. Daniel Jones offi  ciat-
ing.
History

Vickie was born in 
Gainesville, TX on March 
27, 1951, the sixth of twelve 
children of Melvin and Ruth 
(Pearson) Kuhnly. She mar-
ried the love of her life, Ron-
nie Daughtry, in July 1971 
who preceded her in death 
in 2018.  She loved to keep 
the family up to date on all 
birthdays with warm wishes 
and was an avid reader and 
fond of crossword puzzles.  
Vickie’s favorite role in life 
was being Granny to her 
grand and great grandchil-
dren as they were her shin-
ing light. 
Survivors

Vickie is survived by: 
daughter Shauna Najera and 
husband Bo of Gainesville; 
son Jonathan Daughtry and 
wife Christy of Nocona; 
daughter Melissa Daughtry 
of Gainesville; son Justin 
Daughtry and wife Crystal 
of Gainesville; 7 beloved 
grandchildren, Payton Jos-
lin, Taylor Rich, Jason and 
Chloe Daughtry, Avery and 
Libby Smiley; two beloved 
great- grandchildren Deli-
lah Joslin and Maggie Rich; 
sister Edith Kahle of Vir-
ginia; sister Irene Kuhnly of 

Gainesville;  brother Melvin 
Kuhnly and wife Barbara 
of Illinois; brother Gary 
Kuhnly and wife Donna of 
Dexter; sister Patsy Daugh-
try and husband Randy of 
Gainesville; sister Charlotte 
Jones and husband Danny 
of Valley View; sister Kath-
erine Kuhnly of Gainesville; 
Terrie Bozeman and hus-
band Roy of Oklahoma; 
and numerous nephews and 
nieces. 
 Mrs. Daughtry was pre-
ceded in death by her hus-
band, her parents, son Ja-
son; and three sisters Ilene 
Kuhnly, Rebecca Kuhnly, 
and Sharon Sistrunk.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.
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CALLISBURG - Cal-
lisburg ISD will be host-
ing a meeting on January 
5, 2022, at Callisburg 
Middle/High School, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. to 
discuss the current condi-

tions of all school facilities 
and possible future needs 
of the district.  Th e dis-
trict has conducted both 
an instructional facilities 
assessment of all current 
school buildings and fa-

cilities and a demographic 
study to project student 
enrollment over the next 
ten years. 
 Th e fi ndings of these 
two studies will be pre-
sented.  Additional in-
formation included in 
the meeting concerns 
the survey results of the 
faculty and staff  at Cal-
lisburg ISD.  A time for 
questions and answers 
will occur at the end of 
the presentation.  In addi-
tion, the audience will be 
asked to complete a short 
survey form.  Th ese sur-
vey results will be added 
to previous results from 
the faculty and staff  of 
the district to identify the 
top priorities for the dis-
trict over the next several 
years.  Superintendent 
Donald L. Metzler and 
the professional staff  form 
Eikon Consulting Group 
will be the presenters. 
 Prior to the meeting, 
questions and/or com-
ments may be emailed to 
Mr. Metzler at dmetzler@
cisdtx.net.  He may also be 
reached at 940-665-0540.

Final Callisburg 
ISD Long Range 
Planning Meeting

A Special Thank You to
CAPTAIN MARK BRAZELTON

For over 41 years of Dedicated Service
to the City of Gainesville Police Department

and the Citizens of Gainesville

A reception in honor of 
Captain Brazelton will be held at the

Gainesville Civic Center
Friday, January 7, 2022, at 3 p.m. 

• Lowest Rates on Supplements
• Medicare Advantage Plans
• Home Health / LTC Plans
• Life Insurance

903-814-4096

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
Cooke County Library will 
be closed from Wednesday, 
January 19, 2022 – Fri-
day, January 21, 2022 for 
inventory. We will open at 
10 a.m. on Saturday, Janu-
ary 22, 2022 with regular 
hours. Curbside will be of-
fered on these days from 
9:30am – 3:30pm. You can 
call or reserve your items 
online. Th en just call us 
when you get to the library 
to pick up the items.
 Remember just because 
we’re closed doesn’t mean 
you don’t have access to 
library services.  You can 
still access our eBooks, 
eAudiobooks, magazines, 
stream videos or listen to 
music. You can fi nd all 
of these great digital col-
lections by visiting the 
Cooke County Library 
website (http://cooke-
countylibrary.org), click 
the “eLibrary” tab, and 
then click on the eBooks, 
eAudiobooks, eMagazines, 
Video Streaming and Mu-
sic headers to learn more 
details on each of these 
services.  If you have any 
questions please contact 
the Cooke County Library 
at 940-668-5530.

Cooke 
County 
Library 
Inventory
Week
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GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following inci-
dent reports.
 Dam Th anh Nhu report-
ed theft of mail in the 1800 
block of East Broadway.
 82 Travel Center report-
ed theft of property less 
than $2,500 in the 5100 
block of Highway 82.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of a runaway in 
the 700 block of North 
Clements Street.
 Jerome Th omas Mor-
ris reported burglary of a 
building in the 100 block 
of County Road 131.
 Richard Corey Dinkins 
reported burglary of a hab-

itation which occurred on 
Dec. 27, 2021 in the 1000 
block of Murphy Street.
 Carrie Beth Werkley re-
ported harassment in the 
600 block of Moran Street.
 Wal-Mart Supercenter 
reported Class C theft in 
the 1800 block of Law-
rence Street.
 Terry Gene McCoy re-
ported unauthorized use of 
a motor vehicle.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
200 block of North Grand 
Avenue.
 Pennelope Peebles re-
ported fraudulent use/
possession of identifying 

information in the 1600 
block of Lynnwood Street.
 Joshua Kane Tamplin 
reported criminal mischief 
less than $750, tire was 
slashed sometime during 
the night.
 Cody William Howard 
reported criminal mischief 
less than $750 in the 1100 
block of South Howeth 
Street.
 An incident of posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia was investigated in the 
2100 block of North I-35.
 Gaytan Martin Rodri-
guez reported criminal 
mischief less than $2,500 
in the 3400 block of East 
Highway 82.

 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of open alcohol 
container in vehicle.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of display fi ctious 
license plate/registration 
in the 800 block of West 
Highway 82.
 
Arrest Log
 Crystal D. Tinner, 41, 
possession of dangerous 
drug.
 Ruben M. Carter, 24, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 400 
grams.
 Wayne E. Wirters, 70, 
misdemeanor warrant ar-
rest.
 Nathan M. Ware, 36, 
public intoxication, resist-
ing arrest, search or trans-
port.
 Ulisses Torres-Huerta, 
23, driving while intoxi-
cated.
 Clinton R. Frye, 42, 
driving while intoxicated 
third or more.
 H.L. Dulaney, 51, three 
misdemeanor warrants.
 Joni S. Skiles, 48, pub-
lic intoxication with three 
prior convictions.
 Michael E. Daughtry, 
42, four misdemeanor war-
rants.
 Celestine S. Marshall, 
42, theft of property less 
than $750.
 Kimberly D. Simmons, 
53, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
28 grams, possession of 
dangerous drug, three mis-
demeanor warrants.
 Kadin M. Loehr, 26, 
driving while intoxicated.
 Donald L. Peterson, 54, 
felony warrant arrest.
 Cheyenne D. Romine, 
30, driving while intoxi-
cated.

Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports

GAINESVILLE – Forensic 
investigation is underway 
in the case of a body found 
Th ursday, Dec. 30 off  In-
terstate Highway 35 north 
of Gainesville, accord-
ing to a news release from 
Gainesville Police Chief 
Kevin Phillips.
 Th e release states the hu-
man remains were found 
by two members of a work 

crew around 2 p.m. Th urs-
day in a drainage ditch 
near the service road in the 
5000 block of North I-35.
 Th e remains were sent 
to a Dallas area medical 
examiner offi  ce for foren-
sic evaluation and possible 
identifation.
 Texas Department of 
Public Safety Texas Rang-
ers are assisting with the 

investigation.
 Anyone with informa-
tion about the case is asked 
to contact Gainesville Po-
lice Department by call-
ing (940) 668-7777 or 
via Facebook at Facebook.
com/GTPolice.
 Th ose wishing to re-
main unanimous may call 
the Crimes Tip hotline at 
(940) 612-0000.

Texas Rangers To Help 

with Body Found on I-35

(Continued from Page 1)

 Area confi rmed case 
counts as of Dec. 31, 2021 
are as follows: Denton 
County, 84,437 compared 
to 81,848 on Dec. 19; 
Grayson County, 16,928 
on Dec. 31 compared to 
16,766 on Dec. 19; Wise, 

9951 on Dec. 31 com-
pared to 9,801 Dec. 19 
and Cooke, 4,365 Dec. 31 
compared to 4,302  Dec. 
19.
 Total active cases in 
Cooke County as of Dec. 
31 were estimated by the 
TDSHS at 125 compared 
to 92 Dec. 19. Denton 

County cases were esti-
mated at 4,507 Dec. 31 
compared to 2,190 Dec. 
19. Th e number in Gray-
son County was estimated 
at 410 Dec. 31 compared 
to 246 Dec. 19. For Wise 
County, the TDSHS esti-
mated at 295 Dec. 31 com-
pared to 232 cases Dec. 19.

Offi  cials Report ‘Substantial’ 

Increase in COVID-19 Cases

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
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Locally Owned & Operated

$25 Gift Certi  cate
to a Local Restaurant when you

Call us for a Free Roof Inspection!
- Limited Time Only -

Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

Hagerman NWR 
Plans Zoom Event
GRAYSON COUNTY - 
Hagerman National Wild-
life Refuge has scheduled 
its slate of monthly events. 
Hagerman is located at 
6465 Refuge Road, Sher-
man.  Th e Refuge off ers 
over 11,000 acres of wild-
life habitat, with fi ve hiking 
trails, picnic areas, boating, 
fi shing and more.  
 January Second Satur-
day: Th e Eastern Bluebird 
with John Van Bebber
 Saturday January 8th 
at 10:00AM Online via 
ZOOM (Registration Re-
quired)
 Join us to hear all about 
the beautiful Eastern Blue-
bird: John Van Bebber will 
focus on their character-
istics and habits - both as 
individuals and mating 

couples. Learn about the 
Friends of Hagerman nest-
box trails, including their 
history, statistics, and main-
tenance.
 Register in advance for 
this presentation:
https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZAkc-
ivrTovGdYt3jMP02JO-
ZAcJsfWp4GA5

Easy Zoom Instructions: 
 1. Follow the link above 
to ZOOM registration.
 2. You will receive an 
confi rmation email with a 
link to the ZOOM meet-
ing  
 3. Download the APP 
called “ZOOM Cloud 
Meetings”
 4. Use the link in the 
emailed confi rmation mes-
sage to open the meeting on 

January 8th, at 10:00 AM
 Please Contact the 
Friends of Hagerman 
( f r i e n d s o f h a g e r m a n @
gmail.com) for more infor-
mation.
 Th e Visitor Center at 
Hagerman is open Monday 
through Friday, 7:30 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m., on Saturday 
from 9:00 am to 4:00 p.m., 
and from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m., 
on Sunday; Th e Refuge Of-
fi ce and Visitor Center are 
closed most federal holi-
days, however, Refuge lands 
are open daily from sunrise 
to sunset unless otherwise 
posted.
 For more information, 
call the Refuge, 903-786- 
2826, or see fws.gov/ref-
uge/Hagerman or friend-
sofhagerman.com.

WE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2016 Nissan Murano

2014 Chevrolet
Silverado 4x4

2016 Ford F-150
Supercrew 4x4

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!



COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following sentences 
were issued for felony in-
dictments and fi led in the 
235th District Court.
 Jerry Wayne Bishop, 30, 
was convicted of the July 
15, 2019 state jail felony 
off ense of unauthorized 
use of a vehicle and was 
sentenced to six months, 
nine days suspended time, 
one year confi nement in a 
state jail facility and court 
costs.
 Jay Anthony Melton, 
42, was convicted of the 
April 15, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of criminal 
mischief less than $30,000 
and was sentenced to nine 
months confi nement in a 
state jail facility and court 
costs.
 Jared Adam Hutchins, 
31, was convicted of the 
Oct. 26, 2020 state jail 
felony off ense of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram 
and was sentenced to one 
year confi nement in a state 
jail facility plus restitution 
and court costs.
 Ian Caleb Simpson, 28, 
was convicted of the Jan. 
28, 2021 second degree 
felony off ense of fraudu-
lent use/possession of iden-

tifying information and 
was sentenced to 10 years 
suspended time, 10 years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, 10 years’ probation 
and court costs. Simpson 
was also convicted of the 
Jan. 28, 2021 state jail fel-
ony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram and 
was sentenced to fi ve years 
suspended time, two years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility, 10 years’ probation 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Michael Jesus Herrera, 
22, was convicted of the 
June 22, 2021 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of engag-
ing in organized criminal 
activity-aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon and 
was sentenced to six years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs. 
Herrera was also convict-
ed of the June 17, 2021 
fi rst degree felony off ense 
of engaging in organized 
criminal activity-assault 
with a deadly weapon and 
was sentenced to six years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs.
 Kent Alan Marshall, 51, 
was convicted of the Aug. 
29, 2021 fi rst degree felony 

off ense of manufacture/de-
livery of a controlled sub-
stance less than 200 grams 
and was sentenced to fi ve 
years’ probation deferred 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Jerry Wayne Bishop Jr., 
30, was convicted of the 
May 13, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of theft of 
property less than $30,000 
against elderly individual 
and was sentenced to six 
months, nine days sus-
pended time, three years 
confi nement in a state jail 
facility and court costs.
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Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Offi  cers investigated 
an incident of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than 200 grams in the 
13000 South I-35.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than one gram in the 3000 
block of East Highway 82.
 Megan Christine 
Th ompson reported crim-
inal mischief less than 
$2,500 at FM 922 and 
Cumberland Trail.
 Michael Javal Barteau 
reported criminal mischief 
less than $750 in the 7000 
block of County Road 115.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than one gram in the 800 
block of North I-35.
 Amber Nicole Sandoval 
reported graffi  ti pecuniary 
loss less than $750 in the 
400 block of Neals Hill 
Road.
 Kimberly Kirk Tillman 
reported criminal mis-
chief less than $30,000 in 
the 900 block of Harpole 
Road.
 
Arrest Log
 Matthew Dewayne Dal-
ton, 37, driving while li-
cense invalid with previous 
conviction without fi nan-
cial responsibility.
 Nathan Smukowski, 34, 
assault causing bodily in-
jury/family violence.
 Triston Allen Dewayne 

Garcia, 25, driving while 
intoxicated motion to re-
voke probation, possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than 400 grams, tam-
per with government re-
cord, unlawful carrying of 

weapon.
 Joseph Darren Graham, 
39, theft of property less 
than $30,000-failure to ap-
pear.
 John Clinton Bolden, 
65, failure to maintain fi -

nancial responsibility.
 Robert Michael Henson, 
30, open alcohol container 
in vehicle, driving while 
license invalid, failure to 
maintain fi nancial respon-
sibility, failure to appear.

Sentences Issued for 

Felony Indictments

2 Entrances:
2301 Foundry Rd & 2100 N. I-35

940.665.2800
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COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Sonia D’Ann Newsome 
vs. Richard Wayne New-
some, divorce.

Cases Decided
  Laura Boyd vs. Michael 
Boyd, agreed judgements, 
divorce. 

235th 
District 
Court 
Cases 
Filed,
Decided
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Opinions

Patrick J. Buchanan

Biden’s Staring into the Abyss 
-- and So Are We

By Patrick J. Buchanan

“’Hope’ is the thing with 
feathers / Th at perches 
in the soul,” wrote Emily 
Dickinson. “And sore must 
be the storm / Th at could 
abash the little Bird / Th at 
kept so many warm.”
 Staring ahead on New 
Year’s Eve, at what appear 
to be the coming storms 
of 2022, this once-hopeful 
country is going to have to 
fall back on its reserves.
 What storms?
 Suddenly, the omicron 
variant of the coronavirus 
is sweeping the nation, 

shutting schools, shops, 
restaurants and bars that 
were only lately reopened. 
In this last week of 2021, 
new infections twice set re-
cords.
 Is a fi fth wave of the pan-
demic arriving, just two 
years after the fi rst wave hit 
in March 2020?
 What is hopeful here? 
 While the numbers of 
infected are exploding and 
deaths are rising anew, the 
omicron variant appears to 
be less severe and less lethal 
than the delta variant -- 
and possibly less enduring.
 From the medical com-
munity one hears the hope 
that the omicron variant 
could displace the delta and, 
as has happened in South 
Africa, burn itself out.
 Still, if the present rate 
of infections and deaths 
continues, we could have a 
virus-related million Amer-
ican deaths by spring.
 A second storm is eco-
nomic, with infl ation now 
running at 6.8%, the high-
est rate since the last days 

of Jimmy Carter and fi rst 
days of Ronald Reagan.
 Should this trend con-
tinue, infl ation could be 
crushing to President Joe 
Biden’s party and presiden-
cy next November. And, 
according to Th ursday’s 
Washington Post, that may 
be what is coming: 
 “Strong consumer de-
mand, continuing sup-
ply chain troubles and the 
emergence of the omicron 
variant of the coronavirus 
threaten to prolong sharply 
rising prices well into 2022, 
potentially making infl a-
tion the premier economic 
challenge of the new year.”
 As for U.S. economic 
growth, forecasts for the 
fi rst quarter of 2022 are be-
ing cut back from 5.2% to 
2.2%. 
 Nor does the world look 
any more tranquil from 
this vantage point.
 In the second week of 
January, U.S. talks with 
Russia begin, probably in 
Geneva, on Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s de-

mand for assurances that 
Ukraine not be admitted 
into NATO and no U.S. 
off ensive weapons be sta-
tioned in a border nation 
from which they can be 
used to attack Russia with 
only minutes notice.
 Th e hopeful news: Putin 
reportedly ordered 10,000 
of the 100,000 Russian 
troops on Ukraine’s border 
back to their bases deeper 
in Russia. 
 Still, it is hard to believe 
Putin is bluffi  ng when 
he says that if Ukraine is 
invited to become a full 
member of NATO, Russia 
will see to it that the con-
summation never comes to 
pass. 
 As for China, there is no 
sign it is backing off  from 
any of its territorial de-
mands -- on its Himalayan 
border with India, with 
half a dozen rival nations in 
the South and East China 
seas, or with Taiwan. 
 Probably the best we can 
hope for in the simmering 
Taiwan crisis is that China 

will put off  its insistence on 
annexation of the island of 
24 million while it digests 
the lately free city of Hong 
Kong.
 Negotiation with Iran 
on a mutual return to the 
2015 nuclear deal appears 
to be nearing the fi sh-or-
cut-bait moment. Should 
the talks collapse without 
Iran’s return to the restric-
tions of the deal, we will, 
early in the new year, hear 
more animated talk of 
“other options” and “Plan 
B” -- synonyms for U.S. 
attacks on Tehran’s nuclear 
facilities.
 Hovering over all of the 
above is the gnawing and 
growing concern among 
the American people about 
the physical and mental ca-
pacities of their president.
 A month ago, a Politico 
poll found that while 46% 
of Americans believe Biden 
is mentally fi t for his offi  ce, 
48% disagree. In the same 
poll, only about one-half 
of all Americans felt Biden 
was “in good health.”
 All that talk of a few 
months back of Biden be-
ing a statesman of superior 
competence, perhaps a sec-
ond Franklin D. Roosevelt 
or Lyndon B. Johnson, has 
died out.
 Yet the maladies and cri-
ses the country confronts 
from infl ation, China, Rus-
sia, Iran, the explosion of 
shootings and murders in 
major cities, and our bleed-
ing border are not Biden’s 

alone; they are America’s. 
Th ey are ours. If Joe Biden 
fails, the country does not 
succeed.
 Yet, since mid-August, 
an average of national polls 
has shown Biden to be slip-
ping underwater and sink-
ing deeper. His disapproval 
rating is now 10 points 
higher than his approval 
rating, which sits in the low 
40s.
 What does the future 
hold?
 Th e latest news brought 
to 23 the number of House 
Democrats who are retiring 
or looking for another po-
sition rather than running 
for reelection in 2022. Yet, 
to regain the House major-
ity, the GOP needs a net 
gain of just fi ve seats in the 
435-member chamber. 
 Most pundits believe the 
Democrats will lose the 
House and, if they do, the 
U.S. government will grind 
to gridlock for the next two 
years. Not exactly a formula 
for the restoration of a lost 
national unity or purpose.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and Di-
vided America Forever.” 
To fi nd out more about 
Patrick Buchanan and read 
features by other Creators 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators website at 
www.creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2021 
CREATORS.COM

By Jamie Stiehm

A child in the ‘60s, when 
the world was turning fast, 
I loved the upbeat ‘90s’ 
carbonated peace and pros-
perity. But the 2020s are a 
bitter brew of COVID-19 
and poison politics chok-
ing us. 
 In fact, the 21st century 
lost the plot early on. 
 George W. Bush was a 
tragic tiebreaker choice of 
president by the Supreme 
Court. Bush v. Gore, a 5-4 
ruling in 2000, gave new 
meaning to “one man, one 

vote.” Th e supremely po-
litical Court ruled against 
the people’s popular vote. 
 One event led to another 
in a cascade that has made 
all the diff erence. Once, 
even globalization sounded 
good.
 If you believe in harbin-
gers, things haven’t been 
the same since. If you re-
call Bush’s rookie reaction 
to the terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11, it was wide-eyed 
fear: “Oh dang, that’s the 
plane plot the CIA briefer 
told me about in August 
when I was clearing brush 
in Crawford.” (A para-
phrase.) 
 Bush was utterly unpre-
pared for a simple plan he 
should have seen coming. 
Somehow, he got away 
with it. Outgoing Presi-
dent Bill Clinton told him 
that al-Qaida was his big-
gest national security prob-
lem, words he ignored. So 
did Condoleezza Rice, his 
national security adviser. 
 We were shattered af-

ter Sept. 11. Bush preyed 
on this dark moment and 
changed our way of life 
with domestic surveillance, 
torture of suspected terror-
ists and a behemoth agency 
called “homeland security.” 
Th is made airports and 
other public spaces ugly 
and forbidding. 
 Th e White House now 
looks like a fortress and 
Congress built a bunker. 
 Seeking revenge, Bush 
started two wars of aggres-
sion, in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. Th ousands of lives 
were lost and trillions were 
spent on lost wars. Th e 
United States left these na-
tions in shambles, Afghani-
stan back to the benighted 
Taliban
 Th e war in Iraq was 
waged on Bush’s false 
claims of “weapons of 
mass destruction.” Th ere 
were no ties between Iraqi 
dictator Saddam Hussein 
and the Sept. 11 hijackers, 
mostly Saudi nationals. By 
then, we had crossed the 

Tigris and the Euphrates. 
 To make matters worse, 
Bush won a close contest 
in 2004 against Sen. John 
Kerry, a Vietnam War hero 
who led veterans opposing 
the war. Bush had no such 
proud record and allowed 
Kerry to be painted poorly 
by “Swift Boat” veterans. 
Th at was when truth be-
came a casualty in presi-
dential politics. 
 Al Gore and Kerry were 
leading environmentalists 
who would have plowed 
ahead on climate change. 
Just sayin’.
 In 2008, a dazzling 
young Black president was 
elected amid a fi nancial cri-
sis that rocked the housing 
industry: the Great Reces-
sion. Th e new president 
did not punish Wall Street 
wrongdoers who caused 
the debacle. We saw the 
wordsmith avoid confron-
tation, a missing element 
in his chemistry. 
 For a while, Barack 
Obama’s oratory pleased 

the people. 
 But the 44th president 
prolonged Bush’s wars. He 
passed Obamacare, but fell 
short on the environment, 
immigration and gun con-
trol. Racial police violence 
went unchecked. 
 Finally, Obama let a Su-
preme Court seat get away, 
never calling out Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., for 
blocking his nominee. A 
president can’t let a senator 
humiliate him. Th at is just 
what Obama did. 
 Obama prided himself 
on being bipartisan and 
named Republican James 
Comey his FBI director. 
Comey foiled Hillary Clin-
ton’s presidential quest not 
once, but twice, for investi-
gations that came to noth-
ing.  
 Clinton’s loss was also 
Obama’s. He failed to pro-
tect his legacy. Th e solo 
artist in politics -- a rare 
bird -- did not campaign 
enough to get his chosen 

one elected in 2016. 
 Th e crowning blow to 
the century so far was 
Donald Trump -- the an-
gry anti-Obama who took 
power after losing the 
popular vote. He was im-
peached twice, very nice. 
 Trump’s vile tweets, vul-
gar boasts and virulent lies 
he told as part of his job de-
scription sullied -- and sick-
ened -- the American square 
almost beyond repair.
 And then the rabble 
came for us -- peaceful de-
mocracy -- on Jan. 6, 2021. 
 I shall be telling this with 
a sigh, counting losses but 
believing in the dream that 
is America, still. 
 Jamie Stiehm writes on 
politics and history. She 
may be reached at JamieS-
tiehm.com.
 To fi nd out more about 
Jamie Stiehm and other 
Creators Syndicate col-
umnists and cartoon-
ists, please visit Creators.
com COPYRIGHT 2022 
CREATORS.COM

Jamie Stiehm

Th e 21st Century: A Flop So Far

Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 America is under at-
tack.  We have a left lean-
ing Federal government 
headed by radicals such as 
Joe Biden, Kamala Har-
ris, Nancy Pelosi....  Th ese 
liberals decry equality for 
all (even illegal aliens), yet 
they are prejudiced against 
conservative Americans.  It 
is their desire to mandate 
vaccine adherence in the 
military and among health 
care workers.  Th ese two 

groups of public servants 
are not aff orded religious 
exemptions to avoid vac-
cinations. Th ey are forced 
to choose to either com-
ply with these mandates or 
face termination. Th ey will 
be precluded from attend-
ing  large gatherings such 
as Broadway plays, res-
taurants, etc. Th e military 
and health care workers are 
the backbone of this great 
nation yet they have been 
singled out for termination 
if they do NOT comply 
with these bizarre  man-
dates. Yesterday’s heroes 
have now become today’s 
villians. Governors in Blue 
States sling ideas which 
our Federal government 
espouses such as vaccina-
tion  passports, critical race 
theory, draconian measures 
to fi ght Covid, out of con-
trol spending  and open 
borders.  Th ese  State’s gov-
ernment employees should 
take note that people are 

leaving their States in 
droves.  Folks from New 
York, California, and Il-
linois are fl eeing to States 
such as Texas, Florida and 
Arizona where they can be 
free of the micro manage-
ment of the government.  
Interesting and of note is 
the fact that some 25 plus 
liberal State representa-
tives have announced they 
will not seek re- election.  ( 
Perhaps the results of Vir-
ginia’s recent elections and 
the falling job approval 
of our POTUS and Vice 
President have signaled 
them that the tide is turn-
ing).  It is a shame that No-
vember 2022 is so far away 
as our current offi  cials are 
destroying the America we 
love and honor .
 Texas is building our 
own wall.  Shame on you, 
Joe Biden.  Th ere are hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars worth of pre- cut steel 
for the border wall sitting 

in a fi eld near Mission, 
Texas.  Governor Abbott 
approached Biden to try 
and purchase the steel  
since it was already cut.  
Biden ignored his request 
and has left millions of 
dollars of tax payer money 
sitting in an open fi eld.
 Cooke County and 
Gainesville in particular 
need to make certain that 
we are fi scally responsible 
and that we support our 
Conservative base.  Th is 
can be accomplished by 
taking an active role in 
choices made in spending 
our tax dollars and in edu-
cating our next generation.  
We MUST get involved on 
the local level by voting for 
conservatives and attend-
ing school board mettins 
as well as City Council 
and Commissioner’s Court 
meetings.

Carol Herman
Gainesville

Letters to the Editor...



COOKE COUNTY - A 
Cooke County Grand Jury 
issued 28 indictments in 
late November 2021. 
 Emanuel Ochoa, 18, was 
indicted for the Feb. 6, 
2018 fi rst degree felony of-
fense of aggravated sexual 
assault of a child under 6, 
for the Feb. 6, 2018 fi rst 
degree felony off ense of 
injury to a child/elderly/
disabled individual with 
intent of causing serious 
bodily injury and for the 
Feb. 6, 2018 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of aggravat-
ed kidnapping.
 Matthew Christopher 
Bilbrey, 25, was indicted 
for the Nov. 11, 2021 third 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than four 
grams.
 Crystal Ann Buckley, 43, 
was indicted for the Sept. 
12, 2021 third degree felo-
ny off ense of driving while 
intoxicated third or more.
 Gavin Sean Butler, 18, 
was indicted for the Sept. 
3, 2021 state jail felony 
off ense of burglary of a 
building.
 Bryan Scott Campbell, 
48, was indicted for the 
Oct. 22, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of assault 
family/household member 
impede breathing/circula-
tion.
 Caetano Roszyk Castel-

lani, 29, was indicted for 
the Sept. 6, 2021 third de-
gree felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams 
and for the Sept. 7, 2021 
state jail felony off ense of 
possession with intent to 
deliver less than 28 grams.
 Jeremy Paul Copling, 
35, was indicted for the 
Nov. 8, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of prohib-
ited substance/item in 
correctional/civil/commu-
nity facility, for the Nov. 8, 
2021 second degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance with 
intent to deliver less than 
four grams, evading arrest 
or detention with previous 
conviction.
 Harold Lonell Davis, 50, 
was indicted for the Oct. 1, 
2021 second degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than 200 grams.
 Colby Malachi Ellis, 35, 
was indicted for the sept. 
7, 2021 third degree felony 
off ense of driving while in-
toxicated third or more.
 Jesse Joe Flinn, 34, was 
indicted for the Oct. 15, 
2021 state jail felony of-
fense of unauthorized use 
of a vehicle.
 Jacob Ray Gilbert, 29, 
was indicted for the Oct. 
28, 2021 state jail felony 
off ense of possession of a 

controlled substance less 
than one gram.
 Stephen Lewis Hall, 34, 
was indicted for the Oct. 
22, 2021 third degree fel-
ony off ense of assault fam-
ily/household members 
with previous conviction.
 Shawna Deann Henry, 
47, was indicted for the 
Sept. 20, 2021 fi rst degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
with intent to deliver less 
than 200 grams.
 Kerry Colleen Kirby, 37, 
was indicted for the Oct. 
14, 2021 second degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than 200 grams.
 Brittany Michelle Leask, 
25, was indicted for the 
Oct. 8, 2021 state jail felo-
ny off ense of possession of 
a controlled substance less 

than one gram.
 Eric Charles Linden, 62, 
was indicted for the Oct. 
14, 2021 second degree 
felony off ense of posses-
sion of marijuana less than 
2,000 pounds.
 Aspen Dalton Love, 18, 
was indicted for the Aug. 
23, 2021 state jail felony 
off ense of burglary of a 
building.
 Zebulon Ray McDer-
mand, 42, was indicted for 
the Aug. 22, 2021 second 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 200 
grams.
 Th omas Chester Peake, 
32, was indicted for the 
Sept. 29, 2021 third degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than four grams.
 Juan Carlos Ramos, 29, 

was indicted for the Oct. 
13, 2021 state jail felony 
off ense of burglary of a 
building.
 Casey James Salmon, 28, 
was indicted for the Oct. 
14, 2021 second degree 
felony off ense of posses-
sion of marijuana less than 
2,000 pounds.
 Cherissa Faye Sayles, 26, 
was indicted for the Oct. 
28, 2021 state jail felony 
off ense of theft of property 
less than $30,000.
 Ricky Joe Shugart, 61, 
was indicted for the July 
13, 2021 third degree felo-
ny off ense of tamper/fabri-
cate physical evidence.
 Michele Renee Stal-
bosky, 48, was indicted for 
the Sept. 6, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than one gram.

 Brandon Leigh Th omp-
son, 26, was indicted for 
the Oct. 24, 2021 third de-
gree felony off ense of evad-
ing arrest/detention with 
vehicle and for the Oct. 
24, 2021 third degree felo-
ny off ense of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than four grams.
 Tawanda Eleon Venson, 
37, was indicted for the 
Oct. 28, 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of theft of 
property less than $30,000.
 Shaundrea Dyon Wil-
liams, 41, was indicted for 
the Oct. 28. 2021 state jail 
felony off ense of theft of 
property less than $30,000.
 Keith Henry Yost, 27, 
was indicted for the Sept. 
17, 2021 second degree 
felony off ense of possession 
of a controlled substance 
less than 200 grams.
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postcard that was from 
Camp Howze,” Brinkley 
said. “And the museum 
had that [photo] as well.”
 Th ere’s also a soulful 

painting of a Gainesville 
Community Circus el-
ephant. Brinkley said, as 
she understands it, part 
of the allure of the circus 
and the decision to ulti-
mately house former cir-
cus animals in a newly cre-
ated zoo was the desire to 
give the beloved elephant 
a permanent home in 
Gainesville.
 Brinkley also took pho-
tos of modern day Frank 
Buck Zoo animals and 
added their likenesses to 
the mural to highlight one 
of the city’s top attrac-
tions.
 “I just tried to cover his-
tory of the area,” Brinkley 
said. “Tried to incorporate 
the oil [industry]. Th at’s 
been a big thing. Also the 
train and the [Santa Fe] 
Depot, agriculture with 
the cotton and the wheat.”
 She said passersby like 
to stop and talk while she’s 
working on a project.
 “People stop by and ask 
questions,” she said. “Off er 
up information.”
 She said she appreciates 
input from the public. 

Longtime resident George 
Bryant and others helped 
provide information about 
antique aircrafts for the 
plane painting.
 ‘He stopped by and gave 
me some information,” 
she said. “He brought a 
book with pictures and 
everything. He was really 
sweet.”
 Conditions aff ecting her 
work include the weather, 
especially high winds. Th is 
was true when she painted 
the CASA building, a proj-
ect completed just prior to 
the New Year holiday.
 “If the wind was too high 
I couldn’t be up there,” she 
said referring to being el-
evated to reach the area 
above the front entrance 
awning.
 Her other work can 
be found on fi rehouses, 
schools, community cen-
ters, even a yoga studio in 
Era owned by Gail Knight. 
Th e mural design is a man-
dala which Brinkley paint-
ed in the heat of summer 
but the work was made 
more pleasant by shade 
trees in just the right plac-

es.
 Brinkley grew up in 
Clifton and her 2014 
downtown Clifton mural 
“Impact the World” is a 
refl ection of her life’s work 
including Christian mis-
sion endeavors in which 
she joined a team fi tting 
prosthetic devices for chil-
dren in Africa. Th e mis-
sion to Zambia was called 
Prosthetic Promises in His 
Name.
 She explains on her web-
site, www.kbrinkleyart.
com, some of what inspires 
her.
  “Growing up in the Bi-
ble Belt in a rural church, 
my concept of Church 
and what Jesus calls us to 
in loving our neighbor was 
brought into a new light 
during my trip,” she wrote. 
“An expression of my ini-
tial feelings coming back 
from this mission trip, I 
fi nd even today I seek to 
keep this concept fresh 
in my mind -- breaking 
traditional views and my 
comfort level to try to “be 
the light” and make an im-
pact.”

New Morton Museum Mural

Depicts Cooke County History

Cooke County Grand Jury Issues 28

Felony Indictments in November
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COOKE COUNTY - Th e 
Cooke County Library will 
be closed on Monday, Jan-
uary, 17, 2022, for Martin 
Luther King, Jr’s Birthday.  
We will open at 9 a.m. on 
Tuesday, January 18, 2022 
with regular hours. 
 Remember just because 
we’re closed doesn’t mean 

you don’t have access to li-
brary services.  You can still 
access our eBooks, eAudio-
books, magazines, stream 
videos or listen to music. 
You can fi nd all of these 
great digital collections by 
visiting the Cooke County 
Library website (http://
cookecountylibrary.org), 

click the “eLibrary” tab, 
and then click on the 
eBooks, eAudiobooks, 
eMagazines, Video Stream-
ing and Music headers to 
learn more details on each 
of these services.  If you 
have any questions please 
contact the Cooke County 
Library at 940-668-5530.

Cooke County Library 

Schedules MLK Closing



The Weekly News
January 5, 2022

216 W. Pecan • Gainesville, TX
Offi ce: 940.665.23208

Classifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Grice.King@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds

Crossword Puzzle Answers

Cause No. PR18055
Estate of Nikki Lynn Eddleman, Deceased

In the County Court of Cooke County, Texas

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 Notice is hereby given that original Letters of In-
dependent Administration With Will Annexed for the 
Estate of Nikki Lynn Eddleman, Deceased, were issued 
on December 2021, under Docket No. PR18055, pend-
ing in the County Court of Cooke County, Texas, to 
Matthew James Eddleman.
 Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for 
the Estate addressed as follows:
 
  Matthew James Eddleman, 
  Independent Administrator with Will
  Annexed of Estate of Nikki Lynn Eddleman
  c/o Scott Pelley, P.C.
  717 N. Crockett St.
  Sherman, TX 75090

 All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to present 
them within the time and in the manner prescribed by 
law.

 Dated this 13th day of December, 2021.

    Scott Pelley, P.C.
    717 North Crockett St.
    Sherman, Texas 75090
    Telephone: 903-964-0852
    Telecopier: 903-487-0273
    Jacob Pelley
    State Bar No. 24071120
    jacob@scottpelleypc.com
    Attorneys For Estate
                                                                                                                                                        01/05

Help Wanted

RENAISSANCE CARE CENTER
Come Join A Team Where Everyone

Is Empowered
Our motto, for every employee at
every level is “It Starts With Me”

Make Your Career a Calling
There Is No Door Closed To Anyone

FULL TIME
$5000 SIGN ON BONUS FOR

ALL NURSING SHIFTS
$1500 SIGN ON BONUS FOR CNA

NURSE AID TRAINING & COMPETENCY 
PROGRAM

ALL POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
FULL TIME, PART TIME, PRN

8 HOUR SHIFTS
COMPETITIVE WAGE RATES & BENEFITS

Apply in Person
Renaissance Care Center

1400 Black Hill Drive
Gainesville, TX 76240

Ph: 940-665-5221

Legal Notices
Neu Ranch House is now hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dishwashers/Busers. Apply in person 
to 1825 E. Hwy 82, Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                            11/03

It can heartbreaking when 
a home does not work out 
for a shelter dog but for 
Matilda here she has kept 
in such great spirits! She 
is now living in our offi ce 
area and is ready at an-
other chance for a furever 
home! She is housebroken, 
knows basic commands 
such as sit and stay, and 
she loves warm blankets. 
All Matilda needs is a nice 
place to sleep at and a ten-

nis ball and she is a happy camper. Matilda is such a 
sweet girl and we would like nothing more than for her 
to fi nd her a family this holiday season!! Matilda has 
been spayed, microchipped, and is up to date on all her 
age appropriate vaccinations, meaning she is go home 
ready today! If you are interested in adopting Matilda 
please give us a call at (940)665-9800 and we can set 
you up an appointment to come in and meet her!

Animal Adoption

Remember: The Weekly News of Cooke County runs 
found animal classifi ed word ads for FREE in an at-
tempt to help reunited the animal and the owner. For 
more information, call 940-665-2320.

Animals Found

For Sale
Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                   12/29

Split Oak, Mesquite and 
Pecan Firewood. Deliv-
ery Available. 940-668-
8840.
                                                                   12/29

Garage 
Sales

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to 
the entire county! Adver-
tise them in The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
for as little as $7.50 per 
week. Just give us a call 
at 940.665.2320 or vis-
it our website at www.
TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

If you’ve lost your 
cat or dog, be sure 

to check these 
places

Noah’s Ark
Animal Shelter
940-665-9800

Chance’s Haven 
940-902-3756

Found Female Sweet Older Dog- Black, Tan and White. 
White Tip on Tail. 2 Ft height. Found on FM 51 East of 
CR 314 Between Gainesville and Era on 12/25/21. 940-
768-8153. 
                                                                                                                                                       01/05

ESTATE SALE
Dealers and Pickers 
welcome and greater 

discounts!
January 6-8 10am-4pm

332 South Lindsay, 
Gainesville, TX 76240
Antique furniture in-

cluding large cabinet 
with drop front desk, 

three sets dining chairs 
French console/dresser 
wall mirrors, tall display 

cabinet with locks, 
1950’s pink china, 

silver fl atware 
fi ne art including
Charley Harper.

Use The Weekly News of Cooke County for all of your 
legal notice needs. We service the largest number of 
clients of ANY paper in the Cooke County Area and 
offer legal notices of any variety with one low fl at rate 
price.  Just give us a call at 940-665-2320.

1

Trailers                                                                                     Lloyd Gibbs Equipment – Estate Sale                                                                 

Water Pumps Saturday        January 22, 2022      10 A.M.

Generators Auction Location: 4888 East Highway 82 Gainesville Texas 76240                                                               

Tubing/ Tubulars                                                                                                             940-727-8336

Trucks

Farm Implements

Power Tools

Hand Tools .

Sucker Rods

Pipe Racks

Farm Equipment

Tractors

Air Compressors

Oilfield Fittings

Pumping units

Pipe Trailer

Brush Hog

Auto Cranes

Rigid Pipe Threader / Electric

Electric Metal Band saw

MUCH MUCH MORE 

Terms & Conditions: All items are as is where is no warranties implied or expressed. 10% Buyers fee. 3% Convenience fee for paying with credit card. All sales are final 
no returns or refunds. Buyers can only pickup items after paid in full.  Regulated by The Texas Department of License And Regulation.  LIC #18088 Adam Arendt            
940-727-8336.

Equipment / Estate Auction

c

Do you need
design help?
We can help with 
any size project!

Inserts ~ Flyers ~ Invitations ~ Advertising
Just give us a call!!!

The Weekly News
 St   ~  Gainesville, TX

940-665-2320
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The Weekly News of Cooke County offers classifi ed ads 
for $7.50 per week! Just give us a call, 940.665.2320.

Rocking D 
Trucking

Backhoe/Skid Steer Service
Driveways

Rock/Dirt Hauling
Pads Built

Land Clearing and
Gradework

Over 25 Years Experience
940-736-6111
940-736-3843

The Weekly News
Classifi ed ads for as low 

as $7.50 /week.
940.665.2320

The Weekly News
Covering the Entire County

The Weekly News
“We are the best bang for your buck!”

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
               

Real Estate
Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 

Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding
Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings

Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service
Over 30 years experience

Bryan Kammerdiener
940-736-1732

John Comer 940-284-7338

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Chris Sleigh  (940) 514-4092
Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry • Stone Walkways

Drywall • Power Washing

Licensed & Insured

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                   07/28

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

Apartment For Lease

The Weekly News
is the LARGEST & 

MOST READ
Newspaper in
Cooke County!

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Cooke County Quality 
Home Improvements

940-668-0678

As of January 1, 2022, we will no longer 
have a Master Plumber working for us. 

Please still give us a call for any other
Home Improvement needs!

Estate
For Sale

Life Estate for Sale – 530 
acres in Southern Okla-
homa $260,000. Use only 
not purchase. Call 940-
727-8847 or email lifes-
tate@yahoo.com.
                                                                                   07/28

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
328 N Clements 
824 N Clements
422 S Lindsey St

Unit B
1516 E Garnett

Dixon Apts
Shady Glen Apts.
Lynnwood Apts.

Shadowood
Townhomes 
826 N Main
(Muenster)
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